Conference Report I
In June 2013, Copenhagen University hosted the 22 nd annual Nordic Rheology Conference (NRC), co-organized each year by the Nordic Rheology Society, as a platform for sharing knowledge, networking, and general discussion across its many scientific disciplines and research fields. Although Nordic by name, the NRC again welcomed a broad cross-section of academics and business representatives from around the world. Indeed, the nearly 120 participants represented 54 organizations from 18 different countries. Several industries were represented, including biotechnology, pharmaceutical, materials, and food.
The conference ran over three days, with the first day dedicated to a rheology course, allowing some participants to refresh their knowledge while also giving new rheologists the chance to learn the basics and be better prepared for the upcoming conference. This was a huge success, with almost 60 % of the conference participants also taking part in the course. During the course, the rheological border between liquids and solids was examined, being explained by some of the leading experts in the field. As the aim of the course was to elucidate the new techniques and interpret the results of the field, it quickly became apparent that the field of rheology is still rapidly evolving to encompass an ever-widening array of subjects. One representative example of this evolution is the application of rheological principles to solid-state substances under the title 'Shear Testing of Powders'. Finally, in the evening after the course during the NRC Welcome Reception all participants had the chance for short one-on-one discussions with leading rheology experts in the 'Science Dating' session lead by Biopeople. For more information on the 22 nd NRC in Copenhagen, pleases visit the conference website at http://nordicrheologysociety.org/2013/06/13/nrc-2013-is-well-attended Claus Greve Madsen, Johanna Aho, David Wray Featherston, Stefania Baldursdottir on behalf of the NRC organizing committee claus.madsen@sund.ku.dk
